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One candidate’s suicide prevention plan: Annual mental

health check-ups for all troops, high schoolers

By Leo Shane 111
Military Times, May 28, 2019

Rep. Seth Moulton, D-Mass., speaks to reporters at the Capitol on
Nov. 15, 2018. Moulton, who has announced his candidacy for
president, on Tuesday unveiled a new plan for annual mental health
check-ups for all service members and high school students, in an
effort to combat suicide. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)

Democratic presidential hopeful and Iraqg War veteran Seth Moulton
wants to mandate annual mental health check-ups for all
servicemembers and high-schoolers in an effort to better “make sure

everyone gets the support they need.”

Moulton, who currently represents Massachusetts’ 6th District in Congress, said in a statement that he
believes veterans and the military can serve as an example for the rest of the country in_proactive use of
mental health care, but only if systems are improved to provide better resources.

“Veterans across the country are opening up about our post-traumatic stress and mental health challenges
because it is vital that we tell our stories, end the stigma around these issues, and make sure everyone gets
the support they need,” he said. “And it should be a model for everyone else.”

e The new plan to prevent veteran suicides: new grants, better research, more community focus

Each day, about 20 veterans nationwide and one active-duty service member die by suicide. Veterans
Affairs and Defense Department officials have made the issue a major focus in recent years, but seen
limited success in reducing those numbers.

Moulton’s presidential platform — which has focused on a number of national security and military
policies — includes making mental health check-ups “as routine as a physical for active-duty military and
veterans.”

That would include an annual mandated visit with mental health specialists for all serving troops and a
mandatory counseling session for every service member returning from a combat deployment within two
weeks of arriving home.

To extend that idea to the rest of the country, Moulton is calling for making “mental health training” part of
high school physical education curriculum nationwide, and establishing 511 as the new National Mental
Health Crisis Hotline.

He also wants to fund annual mental health check-ups for those young people, but did not provide any cost-
estimates on what such a program may cost.

“Mental health care should be a regular part of American life, and veterans can lead the way in ending the
stigma around these issues for good,” he said.

e Congress wants more answers about VA campus suicides

Moulton served in the Marine Corps for seven years, including a tour in Baghdad, Iraq, in 2003. He
received a Bronze Star with V device during his deployment.
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Moutlon is one of three Democratic presidential candidates with recent military service: South Bend Mayor
Pete Buttigieg served in Afghanistan with the Navy Reserve and Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawaii, served in
Irag with the Army National Guard.

Veterans or service members experiencing a mental health emergency can contact the Veteran Crisis Line
at 1-800-273-8255 and select option 1 for a VA staffer. They can also text 838255 or visit
VeteransCrisisLine.net for assistance.

Leo Shane |1l covers Congress, Veterans Affairs and the White House for Military Times. He has covered
Washington, D.C. since 2004, focusing on military personnel and veterans policies. His work has earned
numerous honors, including a 2009 Polk award, a 2010 National Headliner Award, the IAVA Leadership
in Journalism award and the VFW News Media award.
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States’ increasing restrictions and bans could put abortions
‘out of reach’ for some military women

By Karen Jowers
Military Times, May 24, 2019

Pending legislation banning nearly all abortions in Alabama could
. make it difficult for women stationed there to seek out the
procedure, one research group says. The U.S. Army Aviation Center
at Fort Rucker, Alabama. (Photo credit: U.S. Army)

As more states adopt policies restricting or banning abortion, it
could put abortion out of reach for some military women, according
to one research group.

By law, abortions are not performed in military medical facilities,
nor are they covered under Tricare, unless the pregnancy is the result of an act of rape or incest, or the life
of the mother is at risk. Thus military women must seek abortions in the civilian community.

“If a servicewoman now has to travel out of state for abortion care, the financial and logistical demands
escalate and can put abortion care out of reach for many, especially more junior military personnel who
may not have the financial resources to cover the costs or the perceived ability to request the even longer
time off,” said Kate Grindlay Kelly, associate at Ibis Reproductive Health, a global research organization
describing itself as dedicated to “advancing sexual and reproductive autonomy, choices, and health
worldwide.”

She has conducted research into military women’s access to contraception, and experiences related to
abortion.

Efforts to seek comment from officials at National Right to Life were unsuccessful.

This year, 17 bans have been enacted across 10 states. A law passed in Alabama would ban nearly all
abortions, including those for pregnancies resulting from rape or incest, according to the Guttmacher
Institute, a research and policy organization which tracks such legislation. One trend is new laws that
would ban abortion at six weeks, once a fetal heartbeat is detected. As the Guttmacher Institute notes, none
of the 6-week abortion bans or Alabama’s near-total ban, have taken effect yet, either because of litigation,
or later effective dates. Abortion is still legal in all states. However, currently 43 states prohibit abortion at
some specified point during pregnancy, generally except when necessary to protect the woman’s life or
health, according to the Guttmacher Institute.

As of March, there are 217,602 active-duty women. According to the results of the 2015 Department of
Defense Health Related Behaviors Survey, the latest survey available, 4.8 percent of the military women
who responded said they had an unintended pregnancy in the past year, compared to 4.5 percent of women
of reproductive age in the civilian population. The survey does not ask questions about the results of
unintended pregnancy, or whether there was an abortion.

According to an online-based survey conducted by the Service Women’s Action Network, released in late
2018, 13 percent of the active-duty women who responded — 36 women — had experienced an unintended
pregnancy, and of those, eight had abortions. They paid between $300 to $600 for abortion services off
base, and none received follow-up care from military health providers. Overall, 799 active duty, retired and
veteran women responded to the online survey, which was not a scientific sampling.

Grindlay Kelly said the research that Ibis Reproductive Health has conducted has found that service women
already face many obstacles getting abortions on their own. “These barriers ranged from financial and
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logistical challenges to paying for and accessing care off base, to concerns about maintaining
confidentiality owing to the need to disclose their pregnancy to their chain of command in order to get time
off for abortion services,” she said.

If states become more restrictive and women have to travel farther, there’s greater likelihood they’d have to
let their command know in order to request time off, if mission and duty requirements and timing of the
abortion conflict.

DoD officials had no comment on whether they are tracking states’ legislative activity on this issue, or
whether there is a DoD policy regarding requests from military women who need to take leave for an
abortion.

In one study that Grindlay Kelly co-authored, published in the journal Perspectives on Sexual and
Reproductive Health in December 2017, researchers interviewed 21 military women in depth who had had
an abortion in the previous two years. Concerns were raised about confidentiality, stigma and possible
negative effects on their careers. They described a range of consequences of not disclosing their abortions
to their commands, because of their desire for confidentiality, including inability to follow medical
guidelines after the abortion, adverse health effects of unsafe care, and negative impacts to their career
because of an unexplained work absence.

Because of the restrictions on abortions through the military health care system, 11 of the women stated
they thought it could lead more service women to carry unwanted pregnancies. These pregnancies could
affect troop readiness and personnel, seven of those interviewed said.

The study was limited, qualitative research, focusing in depth to provide insight into these women’s
experiences. Researchers called for more study on abortion in the military, and consequences for women
who aren’t able to get an abortion while in the military.

Most traveled about an hour each way to the clinic. Six mentioned the logistical burden of traveling off
base, and two said their abortion appointments were delayed because of inflexible work schedules or
logistical difficulties.

And many US military bases are located in states that have restrictive abortion policies, Grindlay Kelly
said. “In these contexts of additional state restrictions to abortion, servicewomen face even greater
hurdles.”

In just one example of a hypothetical soldier stationed at Fort Rucker, in southeastern Alabama: If the new
ban on most abortions survives a lawsuit challenging it, and that soldier needs an abortion, the closest states
would be Georgia and Florida. Georgia has enacted a ban at six weeks, which is also being challenged in
court, and Florida currently bans abortions after 24 weeks. On the other side of Alabama, Mississippi bans
abortions after 20 weeks, but a law has been enacted that would ban abortion after six weeks. That law is
also being challenged in court.

Aside from the financial issues and logistical challenges, Grindlay Kelly said, “confidentiality also
becomes harder to maintain when a woman has to travel long distances and take even more time off from
her military responsibilities.

“Together, these barriers can compromise women’s privacy, finances, and health.”

Karen Jowers has covered military families, quality of life and consumer issues for Military Times for more
than 30 years, and is co-author of a chapter on media coverage of military families in the book "A Battle
Plan for Supporting Military Families.” She previously worked for newspapers in Guam, Norfolk,
Jacksonville, Fla., and Athens, Ga.
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Study Aims to Show Why Some Veterans Go Hungry
By Patricia Kime
Military.com, May 30, 2019

Peaches sit, waiting to be picked up before the start of the first
Farmers’ Market on Travis Air Force Base, California. (U.S. Air
Force/Senior Airman Nicole Leidholm)

A new study seeks to understand why some veterans experience
food insecurity, having little access to healthy food, skipping meals
or using money budgeted for groceries to pay other bills.

With previous research showing that roughly a quarter of post-9/11
veterans have experienced hunger or food insecurity at some point
after their service, Nipa Kamdar, a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Houston's Department of Health
and Human Performance, sought to determine what barriers keep veterans from obtaining and eating
quality food.

Using a unique approach to qualitative research called photo elicitation, she let the veterans explain their
challenges through photographs of objects or situations they felt hindered or helped their access to food.

"This is a problem in this community, but it's not being fully recognized," Kamdar said during an interview
with Military.com. "I really wanted to understand what was happening in the veteran household and really
get the story, rather than just the numbers."

Kamdar gave cameras to 18 low-income veterans who had at least one child between the ages of 5 and 11.
Later, she met with them to share pictures and allow them to explain their reasons for choosing their subject
matter.

Kamdar said the photographs provide insight into families facing hardships that data or simple interviews
don't convey.

"Veterans may have physical or mental health disabilities and limited social support that further restrict
their access to food,"” she said. "There is limited knowledge about the barriers to accessing food within this
community."

Study participant Alisha Strife, a former Army soldier injured in a Humvee accident in Irag in 2005, said
her barriers included being unable to work while recovering from her injuries and, later, monthly health
care premiums that totaled $1,700 -- more than half her Department of Veterans Affairs disability
compensation.

As part of the research, she took pictures of her gas gauge on empty and her VA prescription bottles.

"Alot of it is ... just making sure those things were taken care of. Then, there is the amount of time it takes
to attend medical appointments and take care of kids, along with the high divorce rate, or being single
parents that typically veterans may be," Strife said.

Kamdar said another veteran also took photos of his medication. The former service member explained
that, with post-traumatic stress disorder, he has bad days when he cannot cook for his family.

"It's on the other members of the family, which includes the kids for that day, to fend for themselves,"
Kamdar said.

While the results have yet to be analyzed or published, Kamdar said she has learned lessons she is now
sharing with community food banks and non-profits in the Houston area, where she did most of the
research.
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For example, she said student veterans with jobs and families who also are studying in college can't get to
food banks, which normally are open during the workday.

She went to a central food distribution center this week to discuss this finding, she said.

"They didn't know about how the hours of operation of some of these pantries make it difficult for veterans
to make it there," she said.

Kamdar also found that veterans are most at risk for food insecurity in the first three months of their
transition from military service, when they are trying to find a job, establish a home and fend for
themselves.

She'd like to see legislation to shorten the time period for veterans to qualify for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, or SNAP. It can take 30 days or more to be approved for SNAP but, since an applicant
has to show income history to qualify, they must prove they are no longer receiving active-duty pay.

"If we could get them to access it sooner if they qualify ... it would increase access,” Kamdar said.

The research was funded by the William T. Grant Foundation, a nonprofit focused on reducing inequality
among children and youth. The group was interested in the research, Kamdar said, because food insecurity
puts children at increased risk for mental health and physical disorders, impaired learning and decreased
productivity in school.

What struck her most, she said, was that the children of these families were rarely affected by the food
insecurity because the veterans simply went without eating themselves to ensure that their kids were fed.

"They make do with what they have and make sure the kids get what they need. It is just taken for granted
that they would skip a meal, wouldn't eat or eat just once a day," Kamdar said. "They consider this normal."”

Kamdar hopes to analyze the information and publish it but also bring the information to organizations that
help veterans and those experiencing hunger.

"l don't know when | would do a gallery-type exhibit, but if that opportunity came to get these photos out
there, [I'd do it]. Me telling you in words is not as impactful as the photos with their captions,” she said.

Strife said she participated to call attention to a little-known problem for some veterans.
"Veterans don't typically ask for help," she said, "and | don't think the VA recognizes this is a major issue.
My main reason for participating is to make sure that we get veterans connected to the available resources."

-- Patricia Kime can be reached at Patricia.Kime@Military.com. Follow her on Twitter at @patriciakime.

© Copyright 2019 Military.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Supreme Court leaves in place Pennsylvania policy

supporting transgender students

By Robert Barnes and Moriah Balingit
The Washington Post, May 28, 2019
- (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)

The Supreme Court on Tuesday declined to review a Pennsylvania
school district’s policy letting transgender students use restrooms
and locker rooms that match their gender identities, disappointing
conservatives who have opposed similar policies in schools
nationwide.

Without comment, the court declined to review an opinion from the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit that upheld the Boyertown
Area School District policy. A half-dozen current and former students sued the school system in 2017,
saying that allowing transgender students to change clothes alongside them in locker rooms and to use the
same bathrooms violated the privacy rights of students who are not transgender. The appeals court ruled
last year that the students who sued had failed to show how transgender students violated their privacy
rights more than non-transgender students did.

=

[Federal appeals court upholds school’s policy allowing transgender students to use locker rooms]

The Supreme Court’s decision allows the Boyertown policy to stand. Though it does not set precedent,
advocates declared the decision to stay out of the case a win.

Ria Tabacco Mar, senior staff attorney with the ACLU LGBT & HIV Project, called it an “enormous
victory for transgender students across the country.”

“Boyertown’s schools chose to be inclusive and welcoming of transgender students in 2016, a decision the
courts have affirmed again and again,” Mar said.

John Bursch, an attorney with the Alliance Defending Freedom, said he was disappointed the high court
decided against taking the case. But he said his organization, which represents the students suing
Boyertown, is undeterred in its fight.

“No student’s recognized right to bodily privacy should be made contingent on what other students believe
about their own gender,” Bursch said. “We hope the court will take up a similar case in the future to bring
much-needed clarity to how the lower courts should handle violations of well-established student privacy
rights.”

Schools, statehouses and the courts have wrestled with accommodating transgender students in bathrooms
and locker rooms. Transgender students say they should be able to use bathrooms and locker rooms just
like their classmates, and argue that pushing them into alternative facilities — such as nurse’s restrooms —
isolates and stigmatizes them. Opponents of policies such as Boyertown’s say they violate privacy and
traditional values.

“By the time | graduated high school, | was using the boys’ bathroom and participating on the boys’ cross-
country team. | felt like | belonged and had the confidence | needed to continue with my education,” said
Aidan DeStefano, a transgender student who recently graduated from a high school in the Pennsylvania
school system. “I’m glad the Supreme Court is allowing schools like mine to continue supporting
transgender students.”
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The Obama administration in 2016 directed public schools to allow transgender students into locker rooms
and bathrooms that match their gender identity. The administration declared that Title IX, the federal law
barring sex discrimination in schools receiving federal funding, protects transgender students’ rights. Later,
the Supreme Court agreed to hear a case that would have reviewed the guidance.

[Court sides with transgender student in his fight to use the boys’ bathroom]

The following year, President Trump’s education secretary and then-attorney general — Betsy DeVos and
Jeff Sessions — rescinded the Obama-era guidance, and the Supreme Court decided to no longer hear the
case.

Because the Supreme Court has never taken up the question, states and school leaders have been left to
decide whether transgender students can use facilities that match their gender identities. Some have banned
students from using bathrooms that do not correspond with the sex on their birth certificate, and many
schools deal with transgender students on a case-by-case basis.

Many school systems — and some states — have policies comparable to Boyertown’s. Advocates argue
that Title 1X protects the right of transgender students to use bathrooms of their choice. And transgender
students say they seek to be treated like their classmates, not singled out in a way that calls attention to their
being transgender.

Opponents argue the opposite — that permitting transgender students into locker rooms and bathrooms of
their choice violates Title IX rights of students who are not transgender. They disagree that Title IX
protects transgender students in that context.

“These types of school policies have serious privacy implications. That’s why we hope the Supreme Court
will eventually weigh in to protect students’ constitutional right to bodily privacy,” Christiana Holcomb, an
attorney for the Alliance Defending Freedom, said in a statement. “All schools, including Boyertown Area
School District, should be providing compassionate support for those dealing with gender dysphoria, but
they should do so in ways that protect the privacy of all students.”

The alliance has launched similar legal challenges in a Chicago suburb, a case that parents dropped earlier
this year, and in the town of Dallas, Ore., a lawsuit that was dismissed by a federal judge last year. The
alliance has appealed that case.

Mar said the argument — that transgender students threaten the privacy of their classmates — has never
held water in court. “No court has accepted the notion that transgender people are a threat to others,” Mar
said. “In the few challenges that have arisen to transgender-inclusive policies, courts have uniformly
allowed those policies to continue.”

The Pennsylvania case is Doe v. Boyertown Area School District.

Robert Barnes Robert Barnes has been a Washington Post reporter and editor since 1987. He joined The
Post to cover Maryland politics, and he has served in various editing positions, including metropolitan
editor and national political editor. He has covered the Supreme Court since November 2006. Follow

Moriah Balingit Moriah Balingit is an education reporter for The Washington Post, where she has worked
since 2014. She previously covered crime, city hall and crime in city hall at the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
Follow
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U.S. Army’s Tweet Prompts Stories of Harmful Effects of

Military Service

By Mihir Zaveri
The New York Times, May 26, 2019

Army soldiers who were part of the last American combat units to
exit Iraq in 2011 arrive in Fort Hood, Tex. Credit Joe Raedle/Getty
Images

It was meant to be part of a social media tribute on Memorial Day
weekend. On Saturday afternoon, the United States Army posted a
video on Twitter featuring a scout in fatigues who said his service
gave him the opportunity to fight for something greater than
himself, making him a better man.

In its next tweet, the Army opened the floor and asked: “How has serving impacted you?”

The post was shared widely and received thousands of responses. But many were probably not what the
Army was looking for.

Instead, the call-out provided what some felt was a rare platform to spotlight the darker consequences of
military service for soldiers and their families, as tweet after tweet described lifelong health complications,
grief over loved ones lost, sexual assaults gone unpunished and struggles with post-traumatic stress
disorder and depression.

“The public just doesn’t hear about it,” said Brandon Neely, 38, a former Army specialist who posted about
his PTSD. “They don’t hear about the guys, these veterans, that don’t sleep, have night sweats, are irritated.
Some guys get really bad anxiety, depression.”

Mr. Neely added, “A lot of those people who have bared their soul on that thread have probably never said
anything publicly before.”

In one tweet replying to the Army, a man who said he was a Navy veteran described how he had suicidal
thoughts everyday.

Another read: “I was assaulted by one of my superiors. When | reported him, with witnesses to corroborate
my story, nothing happened to him. Nothing. A year later, he stole a laptop and was then demoted. I’'m
worth less than a laptop.”

The Army said in a statement that it appreciated people sharing their personal stories.

“Your stories are real, they matter, and they may help others in similar situations,” the Army said in a series
of follow-up tweets. “The Army is committed to the health, safety and well-being of our Soldiers. As we
honor those who paid the ultimate sacrifice this weekend by remembering their service, we are also mindful
of the fact that we have to take care of those who came back home with scars we can’t see.”

Briley Kazy, 19, who replied to the Army’s tweet, was disheartened by the response. “They were like, this
is very important to us, made it seem like they are doing as much as they can,” she said. “But they’re not.”

Like many, Ms. Kazy posted not about her personal experience, but about someone close to her: a co-
worker and friend who has PTSD after serving in the Army in Iraq. She declined to identify her friend.

She said he was working a 12-hour shift at a Tex-Mex restaurant in Cleveland, Tenn., where the two were
cooks, on July 4, 2015. The daytime was mostly fine, she said. Then came fireworks from a nearby mall at
night.
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Brandon Neely with his wife, Wendy Neely, and their children at George
Bush Intercontinental Airport in 2003. Mr. Neely was on leave from his
deployment in Irag. Credit via Brandon Neely

“He was trying his hardest,” Ms. Kazy said. “He would have to leave and
sit in the cooler for a while and have a panic attack.”

To Mr. Neely, these types of stories are commonly shared among former
service members. He said he served five years in the Army, joining in

* August 2000, seeking to break out of an irresponsible and party-minded
lifestyle.

He said he served in the military police and was deployed to Egypt in 2001, to Guantanamo Bay in 2002
and Irag in 2003. He said he was discharged in 2005 with the rank of specialist. He has been a vocal critic
of military operations at Guantanamo Bay.

He said he has worked in law enforcement in Houston since he returned, but his life is far from settled.

“I don’t like to go out to places,” Mr. Neely said. “I don’t like to be around a lot of people. When my kids
have stuff at school, I’m usually sitting in the back. | don’t want people behind me.”

He said the federal government does not do enough to take care of soldiers who return from their service.

“I know more people that have committed suicide in my unit than have been killed when we were
deployed,” he said. “The Army is a good place, the military is a great place. The training, it gets you ready
for war, but they don’t get you ready for coming home.”

He said he hopes the attention to the responses to the Army’s tweet prompts reform.

“Hopefully, these politicians can do something to fix the system that’s broken,” he said.

SEE ALSO:

U.S. Army asked vets how serving had affected them, receive an outpouring of pain [New York Daily
News, 2019-05-26]

Video: Army Memorial Day tweet draws unexpected response [Military Times, 2019-05-28]
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Air Force Academy investigating 10 cadets for possible

cheating

By Stephen Losey
Air Force Times, May 24, 2019

The Air Force Academy is investigating 10 cadets for possibly
cheating on a math test. (Thomas Peipert/AP)

The Air Force Academy is looking into 10 cases in which freshmen
cadets may have cheated on a final exam as possible honor code
violations.

The Gazette newspaper in Colorado Springs on Thursday reported
that some cadets’ final exams showed *“suspicious results,” that
prompted the academy to take a closer look at the tests.

Academy spokeswoman Lt. Col. Tracy Bunko said in a Thursday
email to Air Force Times that the faculty was carrying out “clarifications” with some cadets, the first step
before a case goes forward with the honor process. The exams in question concluded May 17, Bunko said.

When a faculty member has any concern that a cadet may have cheated or plagiarized, the case is
immediately flagged, Bunko said. A “clarification” session is held with the cadet to address concerns of
wrongdoing openly and to find out if there is a reasonable explanation, Bunko said.

If there is not a reasonable explanation, the case is forwarded to the honor system, which then determines
whether a violation has occurred.

“Academic integrity at the academy is taken extremely seriously,” Bunko said.

e Air Force Academy investigates cheating, misconduct allegations

In a Friday email, Bunko said that after preliminary clarifications, 10 cases would be forwarded to the cadet
honor process for further scrutiny.

“It is important to clarify that all or none of these [cadets] could ultimately be found in violation of our
academic standards and the cadet honor code,” Bunko said. “Any of them who are found in violation will
face academic and disciplinary consequences.”

The Gazette reported that the case involved the mathematics final exam. Bunko confirmed the cadets under
investigation are all freshmen, so the investigations will not affect any graduations next week.

Bunko said that because they are freshmen, if they are found to have cheated, they would most likely face
an academic penalty and probation as punishment.

The academy last carried out a major cheating investigation in 2017, after 13 freshmen were accused of
cheating on a basic Air Force knowledge test.

Stephen Losey covers leadership and personnel issues as the senior reporter for Air Force Times. He
comes from an Air Force family, and his investigative reports have won awards from the Society of
Professional Journalists. He has traveled to the Middle East to cover Air Force operations against the
Islamic State.
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Assault, fraternization, harassment: Unit punishment book
reveals noncommissioned officer misconduct aboard 13th
MEU deployment

By Shawn Snow
Marine Corps Times, May 30, 2019

An MV-22B Osprey from Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 166
Reinforced, 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit, lands aboard the

. Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2) during a
regularly scheduled deployment of the Essex Amphibious Ready
Group and the 13th MEU, July 11, 2018.(Cpl. A. J. Van
Fredenberg/Marine Corps)

The 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit’s 2018 deployment achieved
historic feats.

The nearly eight month deployment, which saw the MEU dispersed across the Middle East and Indo-
Pacific, saw the first combat strikes by F-35Bs in Afghanistan. But it also saw serious discipline issues
among its enlisted leaders.

Assault, fraternization, insubordination, destroyed hotel property, disorderly conduct, hazing and sexual
harassment were among the charges filed against a number of staff and noncommissioned officers,
according to the unit punishment book obtained by Marine Corps Times.

“Although a small minority of our Marines and Sailors did not meet the high standards necessary for our
demanding operations, the vast majority of our team excelled, resulting in an overwhelmingly successful
deployment,” Capt. Diann Rosenfeld, the 13th MEU spokeswoman, told Marine Corps Times in an emailed
statement. “This is evident in not only our accomplishments, but in the more than 100 personal awards
earned by our Marines and Sailors in the Command Element alone."

e The new MEU: How the Corps is changing missions for grunts

One staff sergeant with the 13th MEU was charged for creating an “abusive” work environment, sexual
harassment, assault and forcing Marines within the platoon to play a sexually explicit game called “f*ck,
marry, kill," according to details laid out in the charge sheet.

During the game, the staff sergeant sexually harassed two female Marines, who self-identified as lesbian,
by calling them out to choose which male platoon members they would pick for each category.

“What is the straightest thing you would do for the hottest chick in the world?” the staff sergeant asked,
according to charge sheets.

The staff sergeant also berated Marines as “b*tches," “little b*tches,” “fags” and “faggots,” which created a
hostile and abusive work environment, according to the charge sheets.

While in Sri Lanka, the staff sergeant also was charged with assaulting a corporal by striking and slapping
the Marine’s face. The staff sergeant was placed on 60 days restriction and forfeited $3,452.

Wasp-class amphibious assault ship Essex transits the Gulf of Aden
during a vertical replenishment while on a regularly scheduled
deployment of Essex Amphibious Ready Group and 13th Marine

. 'tl Expeditionary Unit in 2018. (Mass Communication Specialist 3rd
Class Matthew Freeman/Navy)
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While an element of the 13th MEU was in Bahrain, a different staff sergeant was charged for having an
improper relationship with a corporal, drunk and disorderly conduct and assaulting a seaman master at arms
on the chest and shoulder, according to the charge sheets. That case was referred to a summary-court
martial.

Around December 2018 another staff sergeant destroyed “numerous items of hotel property” at the Habtoor
Grand Hotel in Dubai and threatened hotel staff members, the charge sheets read. The Marine was
confronted by hotel managers and local authorities.

An estimate of the damages were not included in the charge sheet. The Marine was punished with 45 days
restriction, 45 days extra duty and forfeited $3,888.

A hospital corpsman 2nd class assigned to the 13th MEU destroyed Marriott hotel property in Kota
Kinabalu, Malaysia, charge sheets said.

Around Aug. 22, 2018, the sailor, who was drunk and disorderly, damaged the hotel’s elevator panel by
kicking and striking it, resulting in roughly $425 in damages.

In July, a sergeant embarked aboard the Whidbey Island-class dock landing ship Rushmore was charged for
hazing for participating in a “birthday beat-down” after “repeatedly” striking a corporal, a charge sheet
detailed. The Marine was busted down to corporal and placed on 60 days of restriction.

The 13th MEU was able to experiment with the F-35 in roles that it
was not able to with its legacy aircraft. (Petty Officer 2nd Class
Chandler Harrell/Marine Corps)

A corporal aboard the Wasp-class amphibious assault ship Essex
was charged with using a government computer to look at porn,
according to a charge sheet. The Marine lied about the incident to a
first sergeant, claiming he went to tumblr.com to look at “blogs and
Marvel material,” the charge sheet reads.

The Marine was busted down to lance corporal, forfeited $2,176, and was placed on 45 days restrictions
and extra duty.

A lance corporal aboard the Essex was busted down to private first class and forfeited $1,836 for sharing an
intimate image of another lance corporal without that person’s consent, according to a charge sheet.

“The 13th MEU takes all allegations of misconduct seriously, and the command took swift and appropriate
action to ensure Marines or Sailors were held accountable,” Rosenfeld said.

It’s unknown at this time if any of the charges will result in administrative separation from the Corps, as
Marines and sailors with the MEU have already chopped back to their subordinate commands.
e Crackdown at Lejeune: Inside the 2nd Marine Division commander’s controversial call for
discipline
Misconduct aboard the 13th MEU among enlisted leaders raises questions about discipline across the force,
especially in light of the 2nd Marine Division’s April crackdown.

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, division commander Maj. Gen. David Furness’ decision to address
discipline problems with a mandated stand down set off a series of debates among veterans and active duty
Marines.

Stories of a junior Marine saluting a general officer while still sitting on his iPhone to a confirmed report of
the commandant approaching a young Marine in pajamas at the chow hall have devolved into finger
pointing from veterans and noncommissioned officers about a new Marine generation run amuck.
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But the 13th MEU’s unit punishment diary tells of a number of noncommissioned officers failing to live up
to standards and expectations required of their billet — NCQOs who are also charged with setting the
example for Marines under their watch.

Nearly 20 staff and noncommissioned officers were charged with misconduct during the course of the 13th
MEU’s deployment cycle compared to roughly 13 junior Marines who were hit for wrongdoing, according
to the unit punishment diary.

Shawn Snow is the senior reporter for Marine Corps Times and a Marine Corps veteran.
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The Leading Narratives on War-Crimes Pardons
Are Wrong

By C. Anthony Pfaff
Defense One, May 29, 2019
. s

In this Sunday, Sept. 21, 2008, file photo, 1st Lt. Michael C.
Behenna, left, and his defense attorney Capt. Tom Clark, right, walk
in Camp Speicher, a large U.S. base near Tikrit, north of Baghdad,
Irag. AP Photo/Vanessa Gera, File

The views expressed here are the views of the author alone and do
not necessarily represent those of the United States government.»

Troops are not merely victims of war, nor do pardons destroy justice. But there’s a deeper threat here.

It is easy to understand why President Trump’s willingness to pardon troops convicted or accused of war
crimes is such a divisive issue. There are two compelling but inconsistent narratives in play. The first is a
tale of young people brutalized by war who are only guilty of answering the call to serve. As Andrew
Exum puts it, some people see one person’s war criminal as “men of righteous violence, forever straining
against rules and prohibitions foisted upon them by less noble, more liberal, weaker politicians who can’t
understand what it takes to win.” In this narrative, soldiers who commit war crimes are victims of war’s
brutality, who at worst have made understandable mistakes given the circumstances in which their
leadership places them. Not only are they not responsible for their actions, but we should also admire them
for their willingness to accept such hardships and risk on society’s behalf.

This narrative certainly applies to the case of First Lt. Michael Behenna, whom the President pardoned in
early May for killing a detainee during an unauthorized and dehumanizing interrogation. This narrative is
also pertinent to the case of Chief Edward Gallagher, a Navy SEAL whose fellow SEALSs accused him of,
among other things, indiscriminately killing unarmed civilians, including an old man and a teenage girl. As
one advocate for these men reportedly said, “These guys make tough calls in moments for [sic] most
people have never been a part of in their life... And then folks in suits in Washington, D.C., they throw
paper at them and accuse them of things.”

The second narrative is that any pardon for convicted war criminals threatens the good order and discipline
of the military by undermining accountability as well as discouraging whistleblowers. This view has
certainly dominated the negative reaction towards the pardons and is well exemplified by Fred Kaplan, who
observed that these pardons send a message to the troops that “they won’t get punished for lashing out,
regardless of what their commanding officers have told them.” Kaplan argues that these pardons portray the
U.S. military as a rogue force whose “ethos and restraint should not be trusted.”

The problem with both narratives is that they are simply not true: soldiers are not victims and pardons will
not, by themselves, undermine military discipline. Moreover, the truth does not lie somewhere in between,
but somewhere else entirely. This point does not suggest that there are not good reasons to take into
account the brutality of war when judging war crimes or to review cases where there is suspicion of some
irregularity. Charlie Dunlap, a retired Air Force major general, observes in the Behenna case that there
were questions regarding the government’s handling of exculpatory evidence as well as the fact it did not
allow him an appeal to self-defense since his unauthorized interrogation placed him as the initial aggressor.
There may be similar concerns in the Gallagher case. Prosecutors reportedly failed to disclose witness
statements that may have contradicted the government’s version of events.

Nor is it wrong to be concerned, as Kaplan is, with the message that ill-considered pardons set for the
military. As Waitman Wade Beorn observes, dismissing war crimes as a function of the brutalizing effects
on war risks establishing an institutional culture that, even if it does not directly encourage crimes, certainly
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encourages an indifference to them. “This attitude is incredibly dangerous,” Beorn writes. “It doesn’t just
undermine the enforcement of military justice; it also sends a message to our armed forces about just what
kind of conduct the United States takes seriously.”

It is wrong, however, to interpret the facts about these cases in the context of these competing narratives.
The presence of irregularities entails neither innocence nor that prosecutors are foisting unnecessary rules
on hapless soldiers. On the other hand, a failure in accountability does not entail its loss. As Dunlap also
notes, presidents have provided pardons to civilians, often without clarity, for years, yet somehow civil law
endures. Thus, there is no good reason to expect that a few ill-considered pardons will fatally undermine
the Uniform Code of Military Justice. Dunlap also notes that pardons are an integral part of the civilian and
military justice systems. No system is perfect, and pardons, as well as other forms of clemency, enable us
to address matters of injustice or temper justice with mercy when the system on its own did not.

The problem arises when pardons do not serve those functions. When that happens, the most damaging
impact is to the military profession itself. Professions provide expert knowledge in service of a social good.
When the profession is healthy, professionals are trusted by their clients to exercise discretionary judgment
over the profession’s jurisdiction. In the case of the U.S. military, that social good is security, and that
client is the U.S. government and, by extension, the people it represents. As with any profession, critical to
that trust is adhering to a professional ethic that ensures the resultant good society expects, while
maintaining the moral commitments that society has made. For the U.S. Army, that ethic includes the

following:

“We serve honorably...under civilian authority while obeying the laws of the Nation and all legal orders;
further, we reject and report illegal, unethical, or immoral orders or actions...we take pride in serving the
Nation...in war and peace we recognize the intrinsic dignity and worth of all people...we lead by example
and demonstrate courage by doing what is right despite risk, uncertainty, and fear...”

One can see from this ethic how both competing narratives described above undermine it and thus
the profession.

If the narrative of a soldier as a “brutalized victim” unfairly constrained prevails, it is hard to see how the
American people could place trust in professional military judgments. They may admire (and frequently
thank) soldiers for their sacrifice, but, in accepting this narrative, simultaneously dishonor it and reduce
professional judgment to struggle against trauma. Exum writes that when it came to the demand to “kill the
right people,” and by inference, to not kill the wrong people: “The crazy thing is that | felt very well
prepared to do just that. The Army had spent years training me for that moment, and it had spent tens of
thousands of dollars before that on my university and professional military education...l knew what | was
getting into, and | was well prepared for what came next.” Acting ethically is part of what is means to act
expertly and is thus integral to the profession.

But if the second narrative that soldiers are vulnerable to what is essentially a political act prevails, the
effect would be equally damaging. Professions serve the needs of the client, not every demand. One should
not expect a lawyer to lie or a doctor to prescribe potentially addicting drugs no matter how much the client
wanted them to do so. When lawyers and doctors commit such acts, trust in their respective professions
suffer. The fact that those lawyers and doctors may escape accountability, however, should not further
incentivize more bad acts. Being a professional means placing the needs of the profession first. Excusing
future war crimes because of past pardons risks the health of the profession.

Thus, the narrative that should prevail is that the military is comprised of professionals who are capable of
exercising good judgment in matters of life-and-death and under extremely difficult and time-constrained
conditions. Individuals who fail to appropriately and ethically exercise that judgment will be held
accountable. No system is perfect and thus the military, like other professions, should be subject to
oversight, which in the military’s case includes the president, Congress, and the courts. However, in
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exercising that oversight, each of the branches of the U.S. government should keep in mind what is
necessary to maintain the trust of the American people — an almost sacred trust upon which the health of the
military profession rests.

Regardless of whether Behenna, Gallagher, or any of the individuals under consideration for a pardon
should receive one, what should be clear is that pardons should not be rushed and should only be granted in
order to correct an injustice to restore the integrity of the system, not undermine it. What threatens that
system is not rules of engagement that reflect a respect for human life, nor is it external narratives that
infantilize soldiers as either victims of war or victims of politics. What threatens the good order and
discipline of the military is the idea that soldiers and their leaders cannot be trusted to exercise professional
judgment in the demanding circumstances that war brings. Anything that erodes that trust should

be avoided.

Dr. C. Anthony Pfaff is the Research Professor for the Military Profession and Ethic at the Strategic
Studies Institute at the U.S. Army War College. A retired colonel, Dr. Pfaff served in Iraq with Joint
Special Operations Command, the Civilian Police Assistance Training Team, and as the Defense Attaché.
He also served as the ethics adviser to the Independent Panel to Review DoD Detention Operations.
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Marine Vet Lawmaker Responds to Battlefield Photo

Controversy

By Richard Sisk
Military.com, May 30, 2019

In this Aug. 23, 2018, file photo, Republican U.S. Rep. Duncan
Hunter leaves an arraignment hearing in San Diego after he and his
wife, Margaret, pleaded not guilty to charges they illegally used his
campaign account for personal expenses. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)

Rep. Duncan Hunter has no worries that he might be investigated
over his claim that he took a photo with a dead enemy combatant
while serving as a Marine officer, a spokesman for the California
Republican said Wednesday.

"No, he doesn't have any concerns" that the Marine Corps or federal authorities will come after him for the
photo that Hunter cited in a show of support for Navy SEAL Edward "Eddie" Gallagher, who is facing a
general court-martial for alleged war crimes, Hunter spokesman Michael Harrison said in an email.

"Congressman Hunter was simply trying to make a point in the Gallagher case that almost everyone has a
camera now on the battlefield," Harrison said.

"A lot of pictures are taken. Some have pictures with the enemy involved, some do not," he said. "The
larger context here is that the case against Gallagher is weak and the Navy prosecution has conducted itself
shamefully throughout the process."

Related content:
- Vet Lawmaker Likely to Avoid Charges After Claim of Taking Photo with Enemy Corpse
- Congressman Vows to Seek Trump Pardon for Accused Navy SEAL
« Duncan Hunter Denies Fraudulent Wounded Warrior Purchases, Blames Wife
« Duncan Hunter, Marine Vet in Congress, Indicted on Corruption Charges

One of the counts against Gallagher claims that he had a photo taken of himself with a captured enemy
combatant whom he allegedly had just stabbed to death.

At a town hall meeting in his San Diego-area district last weekend, Hunter, who left the Marine Corps
Reserve as a major in 2017, said of the alleged Gallagher photo, "A lot of us have done the exact same
thing," the Times of San Diego and the San Diego Union-Tribune reported.

"Eddie [Gallagher] did one bad thing that I'm guilty of, too -- taking a picture of the body and saying
something stupid,” Hunter, who served two tours as a field artillery officer in Irag and one in Afghanistan,
reportedly said.

Hunter, who is under federal indictment on campaign finance fraud charges, did not produce the photo or
say where or when it was taken, but added that he did not post or text the image.

The Gallagher case and Hunter's claim have again raised the issue of personal battlefield photos, and the
circumstances under which they are punishable under the Uniform Code of Military Justice or the War
Crimes Act, a federal statute.

The issue is particularly sensitive for the Marine Corps. In 2012, a YouTube video was posted online of
Marines urinating on the corpses of Taliban fighters. That incident allegedly took place in July 2011 in
Afghanistan's southwestern Helmand province.
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Several of the Marines eventually faced special courts-martial, and the cases led to allegations that then-
Commandant Gen. James Amos sought to exercise undue command influence in an effort to impose harsh
punishment.

In regard to Hunter's claim of a photo, a Marine spokesman, Maj. Brian Block, repeated the service's
standard warning against taking degrading battlefield images but said no decision is pending on whether to
pursue action against him.

"The Marine Corps is aware of Rep. Hunter's remarks," Block said in a statement, but "it would be
inappropriate to speculate on any possible future actions at this time."

"Marines are required to comply with the law of war during all military operations, however characterized,"
he added.

"If mistreatment of the dead were committed intentionally, it could be considered a violation of the law of
war," Block said. "U.S. service members have been charged and punished under the Uniform Code of
Military Justice for posing for pictures with human casualties."

However, in Hunter's case, he is likely no longer considered to be under military jurisdiction and could not
be held accountable under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, according to several military law
specialists contacted by Military.com. They also said federal authorities probably have no case under the
War Crimes Act.

Hunter's claim of having a photo of himself with a dead enemy "by itself is not a war crime,"” said Rachel
VanLandingham, an Air Force veteran, former Judge Advocate General and now professor at Southwestern
Law School.

"Posing next to a dead body is not classically considered a war crime,” unless it also shows degrading
behavior, she said. "It depends on the context of the picture.”

-- Richard Sisk can be reached at Richard.Sisk@Military.com.

© Copyright 2019 Military.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Vet Lawmaker Likely to Avoid Charges After Claim of
Taking Photo with Enemy Corpse

By Richard Sisk
Military.com, May 28, 2019

7

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., speaks to the media Jan. 10, 2017, in
Washington, D.C. Joe Raedle/Getty Images

Rep. Duncan Hunter's claim that he posed for a photo with a dead
enemy combatant while serving as a Marine Corps officer will

. probably not expose him to any charges under military or federal
criminal law, three military law specialists said Tuesday.

Hunter, a California Republican, left the Marine Corps Reserve in
2017 as a major.

"What he's done is all kinds of stupid, but a criminal act? I think not," said Gary Solis, a former Marine
Judge Advocate General and now an adjunct professor of military law at the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point.

"For criminal wrongdoing, you've got to have more" than just posing for a photo with a corpse, such as
degrading the body, Solis said. "In this case, [Hunter's] assertion of having done so is not necessarily a
crime.”

Related content:
- Congressman Vows to Seek Trump Pardon for Accused Navy SEAL
« Duncan Hunter Denies Fraudulent Wounded Warrior Purchases, Blames Wife
- Duncan Hunter, Marine Vet in Congress, Indicted on Corruption Charges

"l don't think he's subject to the [Uniform Code of Military Justice]," agreed Eugene Fidell, who teaches
military law at Yale University and served on then-Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl's defense team.

Fidell said it is his opinion that “the conduct [Hunter] has admitted to does not come under" the War
Crimes Act, a federal criminal statute, although the behavior described "severely compromised his standing
as a commissioned officer.”

Geoffrey Corn, a professor at the South Texas College of Law in Houston, took a similar view on Hunter's
statement, made last Saturday at a town hall meeting, that he took the photo with a dead enemy combatant
while serving as a field artillery officer.

Hunter made the statement to show support for Navy SEAL Edward Gallagher, who is facing a general
court-martial on numerous charges, including that he allegedly stabbed to death a wounded and captured
enemy combatant in Irag in 2017. One of the counts against Gallagher alleges that he took a photo of
himself with the corpse.

At the town hall, Hunter referenced the Gallagher photo, saying, "A lot of us have done the exact same
thing," according to reports by the Times of San Diego and the San Diego Union-Tribune.

"Eddie [Gallagher] did one bad thing that I'm guilty of too -- taking a picture of the body and saying
something stupid,” he said.

Hunter, who served two tours in Iraq and one in Afghanistan, said he had taken a photo "just like that when
I was overseas," referring to the alleged Gallagher photo. He did not specify whether his photo was taken in
Iraq or Afghanistan, but added that he did not text or post the image.
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In commenting on Hunter's statement, Corn said in an email that the War Crimes Act "provides for federal
criminal jurisdiction over certain war crimes but, in my opinion, while this [Hunter's photo] may have
breached the customary obligation to treat the dead respectfully, I don't think it could be charged as a war
crime under this statute for a number of somewhat complicated legal impediments.”

A Marine Corps spokesman, Maj. Brian Block, said the service is aware of Hunter's remarks but offered no
information on whether there would be a preliminary inquiry.

Hunter's California office did not immediately respond to phone calls or emails asking for comment. The
lawmaker is already under federal criminal indictment on a range of fraud charges for allegedly diverting
campaign funding for personal use, such as vacations in Italy. He faces a court hearing in July and possible
trial in the fall.

The reactions to Hunter's remarks -- if they can be judged by postings to his Twitter account -- were mostly
negative.

"Randomly admitting to war crimes while under indictment for stealing campaign funds. That's a great look
my guy," said one. Another said, "Thank you for your service."

According to the Defense Department's Law of War Manual, "The respectful treatment of the dead is one
of the oldest rules in the law of war. Enemy military dead must be protected from disrespectful or
degrading acts."”

It adds, "Posing with bodies for photographs or leaving a ‘calling card' on a body are also inconsistent with
the respectful treatment of the dead."”

In an opinion piece for USA Today last week, Hunter wrote that Gallagher, Army Maj. Matt Golsteyn and
others charged with war crimes deserved pardons from President Donald Trump.

He said the cases were "glaring examples of what happens when military prosecutors become more
obsessed with career advancement and sensational headlines than executing the rule of law,"” adding, "A
pardon by Trump is fully warranted."

In remarks to reporters at the White House last Friday before leaving on his Japan trip, Trump said, "Some
of these soldiers are people that have fought hard and long. We teach them how to be great fighters and
then, when they fight, sometimes they get really treated very unfairly.

"So we're going to take a look at it," the president said. "It's very possible that I'll let the trials go on, and I'll
make my decision after."

-- Richard Sisk can be reached at Richard.Sisk@Military.com.

© Copyright 2019 Military.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.

SEE ALSO:

Navy SEAL wants slaying case tossed or prosecutor removed [AP, 2019-05-30]

Is SEAL war crimes suspect Eddie Gallagher innocent? [Navy Times, 2019-05-27]

Trump might wait until after war-crimes trial to consider pardon for accused Navy SEAL [San Diego
Tribune, 2019-05-24]

The Leading Narratives on War-Crimes Pardons Are Wrong [DefenseOne.com, 2019-05-29][OPINION]
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Authorities: Army vet thought Muslims among people in

crash

By Olga R. Rodriguez
The Associated Press, May 30, 2019

Isaiah Joel Peoples speaks with defense attorney Richard Weese
during an appearance in Santa Clara County Hall of Justice,
Thursday, May 30, 2019, in San Jose, Calif., where two hate crime
charges were added to his eight counts of attempted murder. The
Army veteran did not enter a plea when he appeared in court.
Police said he deliberately plowed his car into people at a
Sunnyvale crosswalk in April. (Karl Mondon/San Jose Mercury
News via AP, Pool)

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — An Army veteran who served in Iraqg ran his car into a crowd of pedestrians in
California because he believed two of the people looked like they were Muslim, authorities said Thursday.

The disclosure came as prosecutors filed two hate crime allegations against 34-year-old Isaiah Peoples.

He is also facing eight counts of attempted murder after police said he deliberately plowed his car into
people on April 24 at the Sunnyvale crosswalk and showed no remorse afterward. The hate crime
allegations carry up to six additional years in prison each.

A 13-year-old girl of Indian descent, Dhriti Narayan, remains in a coma with brain trauma.

“Someone’s child is in critical condition today because of someone’s ignorance and hatred,” Santa Clara
County District Attorney Jeff Rosen said. “So today, we stand with her and her family, and all of our
Muslim and Indian neighbors.”

Outside court later Thursday, Rosen said he was confident that the perceived religion of several of the
victims was the “substantial motivating factor” in the April attack.

Peoples’ mother says her son has struggled with PTSD since returning from Irag.

Peoples did not enter a plea at Thursday’s hearing in San Jose. His attorney, Chuck Smith, did not
immediately return a message seeking comment.

Family and friends described Peoples as quiet and polite and expressed shock at his alleged involvement in
the crash.

Peoples had no criminal record. He was honorably discharged from the Army, and police were
investigating the report of post-traumatic stress disorder.

His mother, Leevell Peoples of Sacramento, has said her son had “a bad episode” with PTSD in 2015, for
which he was hospitalized.

She said the Army forced him to retire because of PTSD.

He had been deployed to Iraq from June 2005 to May 2006, according to Pentagon spokesman Lt. Col.
Emanuel Ortiz. He did not answer questions about whether Isaiah Peoples’ departure from the Army was
due to PTSD.

Leevell Peoples said her son graduated from Sacramento State University after returning from Irag and was
working as an auditor for the Defense Department in the Silicon Valley suburb of Mountain View.

SEE ALSO: Police: Army vet drove into people thinking they were Muslim [AP, 2019-04-26]
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Foodies, faithful flock to Metro Detroit Ramadan festivals

By Jeff Karoub
The Associated Press, May 31, 2019

¥ In a Saturday, May 18, 2019 photo, thousands attend the Ramadan
Suhoor Festival in Dearborn Heights, Mich. The festival has a specific
purpose beyond the carnival atmosphere and bountiful buffet; a chance to
gather during the Muslim holy month in which worshippers fast daily
from dawn through dusk. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)

DEARBORN HEIGHTS, Mich. (AP) — Shortly before midnight, a
buzzing crowd stood patiently in a line that bent around the corner of a
community center and stretched far back into the night. After a
countdown, the throng streamed into the fairway of food trucks and other vendors, then pressed forward to
the cadence of a banging bass drum.

It was suhoor time.

The informal gala — in full swing after midnight, illuminated with string lights and resplendent with the
scents of Middle Eastern and other cuisine — has been staged on weekends throughout May in the Detroit
suburb of Dearborn Heights. But the Ramadan Suhoor Festival has a specific purpose beyond the carnival
atmosphere and bountiful buffet: It’s a chance to gather during the Muslim holy month in which
worshippers fast daily from dawn through dusk.

Despite its religious underpinnings, and in accordance with Muslim faith, festival organizers also have
made one thing clear: Non-Muslims are welcome.

And so they all have come — Muslims and non-Muslims, thousands at a time and collectively in the tens of
thousands — to share suhoor, the early morning meal typically consumed before daily fasting resumes and
meant to fuel the many hungry hours after sunrise when neither food nor water may pass a faithful
Muslim’s lips. The ring of food trucks serve up more than just overflowing plates. For many, it’s a
welcome departure from the standard pre-dawn Ramadan fare that typically includes spiced or seasoned
bread with cheese or yogurt.

Here at the festival, visitors may instead indulge their well-earned appetites with plates of pancakes, halal
(permitted under Islamic dietary laws) hot dogs, cheesesteaks, fresh miniature doughnuts and shawarma,
which consists of slivers of seasoned, spiced marinated meat.

The event itself reflects the area’s growing, diverse Muslim population, which goes back more than a
century and whose population is estimated by experts to be approaching 300,000. As the community grows,
so too does its willingness to practice and more visibly share traditions — with food as the ultimate unifier.

“People are becoming more educated about it ... and it’s a beautiful thing,” said Hassan Chami, a
pharmacist who started the festival last year. “One of my goals here is to celebrate religious diversity.”

Other U.S. communities have large Muslim populations, including those in and around New York,
Chicago, and Los Angeles. They also have hosted festivals drawing thousands to mark the Eid al-Fitr, or
the end of Ramadan. The Detroit-area’s recurring events aim to amp-up such efforts: They serve as
homecomings for some Muslims who left the state and missed the atmosphere, and even attracted “a foodie
from Houston” who had no connection but just wanted to experience it, Chami said.

Chami said he launched the festival after seeing food trucks and tents popping up in gas station and strip
mall parking lots in recent years during Ramadan. He was impressed by the entrepreneurial spirit, but
thought it would be good to “centralize it.”
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But it had to be authentic. Signs around the festival grounds offer guidance on fasting, prayers and good
deeds, and men sitting in a tent recite verses from the Quran, or Islamic holy book, and sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad. Their amplified recitations waft along with the aromas from Corn on the Corner,
Tornado Potato, Smiley’s Halal, Rafic’s Felafel and other trucks.

The drum Chami used to welcome attendees gets picked up a couple hours later by a food vendor, who
Chami says represents “the old villager walking around the town, banging the drum, calling people to wake
up and eat the suhoor.”

The traditional and contemporary mix mirrors the Islamic community around Detroit, which traces its roots
to the earliest auto plants and the burgeoning industry’s hunger for workers. In the past 30 years, the area
has gone from having about a dozen mosques to more than 90, reflecting immigration of Muslims from
across the Mediterranean, Middle East and South Asia.

Sally Howell said Ramadan’s observance has changed significantly in the three decades she has been
researching Islam in Detroit. In the early days, most people would celebrate in homes and mosques — and
restaurateurs would complain how the holiday was bad for business. Mosques expanded their offerings,
with post-prayer lectures and large iftars — the formal meal eaten after breaking the daily fast and
recitation of prayers — that welcomed non-Muslims. Within the past decade, eateries started hosting
buffets.

Even though Ramadan-related events were never closed-off to non-Muslims, the new festivals provide an
opportunity to further extend participation in elements of the sacred monthlong rite, Howell said.

“This is the more social, celebratory side of Ramadan,” said Howell, director of the Center for Arab
American Studies at University of Michigan-Dearborn. She said the events get a boost because Ramadan,
which rotates around the calendar, currently falls in warmer weather months.

Some Muslims have complained on social media about the festival placing a greater emphasis on food over
faith. Dana Mohammad, 23, who attended a recent festival, found it “very loud,” "crowded” and “hype” —
yet spiritually beneficial.

“I think it actually adds to the essence of Ramadan because it brings people together, it binds communities
and it builds bridges, which I think is a principle of the holy month,” she said.

Donna Bazzy invited fellow emergency room nurses — assuring them it would be open to non-Muslims.
Among those accepting was Rhonda Hines.

“I’m enjoying myself immensely — it’s wonderful,” said Hines, hungrily eying which truck to tackle first.
“I am very Christian but I love my girl Donna so much, | want to celebrate with her.”

Howell and Chami see such festivals as an antidote to the hostility Muslims feel in some quarters and the
rhetoric and policies of the Trump administration, which has curbed immigration and travel from several
Muslim-majority nations. For both, it recalls the increased scrutiny and suspicion directed at Arabs and
Muslims after the 9/11 attacks.

The difference now, they said, is Muslims feel more comfortable outwardly celebrating their faith. That
was Chami’s mission with the Ramadan Suhoor Festival: Create a space where Muslims could celebrate on
their terms but with open arms.

“Having that confidence allows us to embrace our culture and allows (other) communities to support us as
much as they do,” Chami said.

“We went through a point where we were trying to prove ourselves, saying ‘Hey, I’m just like you,”” he
added. “I’m over that. ... We’re great people. We have an unbelievable culture. We do great here.”

Follow Jeff Karoub on Twitter: https://twitter.com/jeffkaroub
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Poll: 12 percent of Americans support new laws promoting

Bible in public schools

By Matthew Sheffield
The Hill, May 24, 2019

‘ _ ) _ A number of states are in the process of passing new
. :l':;;';g('}’:g'gf;{:E“:fﬁfﬁmﬁ'ﬁgm laws to require public schools to offer Bible history
oratheist books? classes but a new poll finds that the vast majority of
Americans would prefer that other religious and
atheist books also be included in such courses, or that
they not be taught at all.

In a Hill-HarrisX survey released Friday, just 12
percent of Americans supported the idea of offering
classes in Bible history that do not also teach about
other religious books or atheist literature.
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A third of respondents, 33 percent, said states should require schools to offer new history classes on all
major religions, with a little over half of that group — 17 percent of the total sample — saying the class
topics should also include the history of atheism.

Nineteen percent of survey participants said schools should not be allowed to teach students about any
religious books, while 18 percent said that schools should be able to determine what courses to make
available about religion or atheism.

Seventeen percent of respondents said they were unsure what their opinion on the matter was.

"Most of the time in polling, we don't see 'unsure' answers close to 20 percent like it was in this particular
poll,” Natalie Jackson, research director at the Public Religion Research Institute, told Hill. TV on Friday. "I
just think there's no real consensus right now on the type of policy."”

Legislation mandating that public schools offer optional classes about the Bible have been making their
way through several states. In 2017, Kentucky became the first state to make a law requiring the classes.

Eleven states currently have bills pending that would teach the Bible in schools but not allow for texts from
atheists or other religions to be offered, according to an analysis by Americans United, a group that opposes
them.

Some advocates for the legislation have said they are trying to promote historical awareness while others
have said they are trying to promote their own faith viewpoints.

"I'm a Christian person and a religious person,” Indiana state Sen. Dennis Kruse (R) told the Indianapolis
Star. "I think we need more Christianity and more religion in our society, in our state.”

Conservative legislators have been promoting the bills as part of a larger initiative called Project Blitz that
is designed to spread Christian messages through public policy. In January, President Trump said he
supported their efforts.

"Numerous states introducing Bible Literacy classes, giving students the option of studying the Bible.
Starting to make a turn back? Great!" he wrote on Twitter.

The spate of legislation has been strongly denounced by secular and atheist groups.

"The goal of this campaign is to cement Christian supremacy into the law," Nick Fish, president of
American Atheists, told Hill.TV.
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"Unfortunately, young people are often the targets of these attempts, whether it be in these 'Bible literacy
class' laws, requirements that every school plaster 'In God We Trust' on the wall, or laws that exempt
religious adoption and foster care providers from rules protecting LGBTQ or non-religious youth,” he said.

Jackson noted that most Americans are not aware of the Project Blitz initiative or efforts to promote Bible
reading in schools, adding that the national press has not given much coverage to the state-based
controversies.

"This is not getting a lot of attention," she said.

While the Bible-only class efforts have been garnering support from high-level Republican policymakers,
GOP voters in the Hill-HarrisX poll were not particularly keen on the idea.

Just 22 percent of respondents in the poll who identified as Republican said they wanted the Bible to be
taught to the exclusion of texts written by atheists or those from different faiths.

Among Democratic and independent survey participants, just 6 percent of each group said that they
approved of the idea of having schools teach the Bible only.

The survey was conducted May 17-18 from a statistically representative online panel of 1,030 voters. It has
a 95 percent confidence level and a 3.1 percent sampling margin of error.
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